
NRMA young driver road safety program 

Unit 6: Buying a safe first car





We acknowledge the land on which we gather, from places as 

widespread and diverse as the NRMA. In the presence of Elders past, 

present and future, we recognise all journeys and our mutual role in 

creating new paths together.



You’ll never forget 
buying your first car, 

it’s a thrilling step 
toward freedom and 

independence for many 
drivers.



The crash stats for the first four years of driving 

Ref: RMS



Who tends to drive the 
oldest cars?



Young driver research

Young drivers tend to drive the oldest 

least safe cars

Same budget + safer car delivers 60% 

decrease in death & serious injury



Potential saving of 500 young driver 

death 

and serious injury

Age of car

10 + years

Aim to buy: 

• a car that is less 

than 10 years old

• the safest car you 

can within your 

budget 



Does the age of the car really make a difference?
Corolla 1998 vs 2015

Ref: ANCAP



Does the age of the car really make a difference?

Ref: ANCAP



Safety ratings – 
Used vehicles

Visit: 

howsafeisyourcar.com.au



Always buy a 

5 star 

used car



Common misconceptions
Reliable ≠ safe



Buying a used car privately –
Protect yourself from expensive mechanical faults.



Buying a brand new car 



ANCAP is the  Australasian New Car Assessment Program



Do 5 stars really make a difference?



5 stars means you can walk away
For new cars



Download the 
ANCAP App

• Car safety ratings – New cars only

• Comparison tool - makes/models

• Crash log – step by step what to do 

in the event of a crash

Visit: ancap.com.au



Key Learnings
1. Do your research 

2. Buy the safest car for your 

budget

3. Make sure the car is less than 

10 years old

4. Buy a 5-star new car or used car

5. Remember that reliable ≠ safe 

so be confident to educate your 

parents about what car is the 

safest for you





NRMA support services

✓ Driving Lessons

✓ Safer Drivers Course

✓ Free2Go membership 

for 16-20 year olds

www.mynrma.com.au





Congratulations: Course Completed
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