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Jewels of the Adriatic

Overview & Itinerary
Start

Finish

Destinations

Style

Venice, Italy

Dubrovnik, Croatia

Croatia, Italy, Slovenia

Peregrine

Code

Trip rating

PEJAC

4.5

Is this trip right for you?

Summer temperatures can be extreme in this region (over 40°C), which can be uncomfortable. It’s

important to use sun protection, wear layers to combat the heat and drink plenty of water. Please carefully

consider the time of the year you wish to travel and your suitability to that season.

As accommodation on this trip is twin-share, single travellers will share a room with another traveller of the

same gender. If you’d prefer not to share, a single room supplement is available at an additional charge.

Please ask your travel consultant for more details, and please note that in some hotels a single supplement

exclusion applies where single rooms are not available. Also, hotels in Europe often don't have double beds,

but rather two single beds that can be pushed together/apart.

As this is a combination of 2 trips, your leader and the composition of your group may change in Split.

Physical rating

     

https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au/croatia
https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au/italy
https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au/slovenia
https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au


2/27/2019 Jewels of the Adriatic Trip Notes | Peregrine Adventures

https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au/croatia/jewels-adriatic-115883/tripnotes 2/18

 Expand All

This trip can be enjoyed by just about anyone with a reasonable level of ¢tness.

Joining point

Kosher House Giardino Dei Melograni 

Campo del Ghetto Nuovo 2873 

Venice 

ITALY 

Phone: +39 0418226131

Joining point description

Kosher House Giardino Dei Melograni overlooks Venice’s Ghetto and its canals. It o¡ers air-conditioned rooms

with free Wi-Fi, TV, a safe and a minibar. Some rooms o¡er canal views, others overlook Campo del Ghetto Nuovo

Square. The hotel is the only kosher residence of the city, ideally located in one of the oldest and best preserved

Jewish ghettos in Europe. It is within walking distance to all the most important tourist and cultural sites, but away

from the crowded streets. IMPORTANT NOTE: Please note that reception will close at 8pm. Should you anticipate

a later arrival than 8pm please make sure you let you booking agent know so the hotel can be informed and

arrangements for a late check-in can be made. In case of delays please phone the hotel directly on the above

number in advance.

Joining point instructions

Pre booked arrival transfer from Venice Marco Polo Airport (airport code VCE): Your transfer driver will be in the

arrivals hall, holding a board with the Peregrine Logo or your name. In case of £ight cancellations, changes or if

you are not able to ¢nd the driver, please contact the transfer operator's phone number: +39 3334 112 840 or +39

3382 044 390.

From Venice Marco Polo Airport (VCE) and from Treviso Canova Airport (TSF) you can either take a readily

available taxi or a shuttle bus to Piazzale Roma, the main transport hub in the lagoon of Venice.

By train you will arrive at Venice’s Santa Lucia railway station. There are frequent direct trains from Milan and other

parts of Italy, so arriving by rail into Venice is a feasible alternative to £ying. For train schedules and tickets please

consult the Italian national rail operator's website trenitalia.com.

From Piazzale Roma walk across the arching pedestrian bridge across the Grand Canal, with the water bus dock

on your left. Once you have crossed the bridge continue walking straight alongside the canal, past Santa Lucia

railway station. The name of the street becomes Lista di Spagna and veers away from the canal. Once at Piazza

San Geremia, cross the square diagonally and exit it at the far left corner. Cross another bridge and turn left

immediately. After 30 metrs turn right into a tiny alleyway through a tunnel. This is Calle Ghetto Vecchio. Continue

straight, then diagonally across another small square, across another bridge, after which you will ¢nd yourself in

Campo del Ghetto Nuovo Square. Your hotel is on that square. Alternatively you can catch a water taxi from

Piazzale Roma or Santa Lucia railway station to the hotel.

Problems and emergency contact information

BOOKING ENQUIRIES / ISSUES 

For general enquiries or questions about your booking, please contact your agent or adventure specialist, or visit

us at: 

www.peregrineadventures.com/contact-us

CRISIS AND EMERGENCIES 

In the case of a genuine crisis or emergency please contact our local ground representative on the number below:

Intrepid's Local Operator: +49 8677 9186 657

Itinerary

http://www.peregrineadventures.com/contact-us
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Day 1: Venice

Arrive in style! Your airport arrival transfer is by private water taxi. Glide into the centre of Venice by boat to gain

an appropriate sense of perspective of this unique city from the water… don’t forget to keep your camera handy!

This watery wonderland of bridges, towers, piazzas, canals, churches and gondolas – practically unchanged for

600 years – is literally sinking under the weight of iconic sights. You may choose to take a boat tour or a gondola

ride on the Grand Canal, passing under the Rialto Bridge and admiring some of the city's many monuments from

the water. Perhaps take a walking tour of the highlights, including St. Mark's Square and the Basilica, Doges’

Palace, Accademia Bridge, and the Bridge of Sighs. There are also numerous museums to visit. After the group

meeting tonight, do not be afraid to lose yourself on a short walk of discovery, through mysterious, quiet alleys

and sleepy canals.

Accommodation

Hotel Kosher House Giardino dei Melograni or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Complimentary Water Taxi Arrival Transfer from Venice Marco Polo Airport

Meals Included

There are no meals included on this day.

Special Information

Your adventure begins with a welcome meeting at 6 pm. Meet your leader and group, and have your essential

details such as passport number and insurance details ready for collection. If you're going to be late, please inform

hotel reception. You can arrive at any time during the day as there are no activities planned until this important

meeting. As this trip leaves Venice tomorrow, it's recommended to arrive early to make the most of your time

here.

Day 2: Postojna Caves / Ljubljana / Bled

This morning, farewell Venice and Italy, and travel to the Postojna Caves (approximately 2 hours), where you will

have some free time to have lunch before exploring the cave. A network of 20 kilometres of passages, galleries

and chambers, Postojna is the largest classic karst cave in Europe. In 1872, railway lines were laid in the cave and

electricity arrived in 1884. Begin with a 2-kilometre open-top train ride through narrow tunnels to this jungle of

stalactites and stalagmites. In the vast chambers the electric lighting allows you to admire the size and splendour

of the underground world, where the geological past is recorded in a unique manner. The wealth of speleothems,

calcite and formations is dazzling, and they abound in a variety of shapes, colours and age. Continue on to

Ljubljana (approximately 1 hour), a city full of style and sophistication, and a treasure-trove of history, monuments,

churches, museums, and great restaurants. On arrival you’ll take a guided tour around the old city centre,

renowned for its unique architectural appearance. The Old Town consists of three main squares and baroque

houses. Visit Ljubljana Castle, the Town Hall, Cathedral of St. Nicholas and the Dragon Bridge. You'll also pay a visit

to the open market under arcades before continuing to the lake side town of Bled (approximately 1 hour).

Accommodation

Hotel Kompas or Hotel Lovec or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Postojna Caves

Ljubljana Sightseeing with Local Guide

Ljubljana Castle and Funicular

Meals Included

Breakfast
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Special Information

The constant temperature in the caves ranges from 8 to 10° C, so be sure to pack a jacket.

Day 3: Lake Bohinj / Bled

This morning you’ll drive through the misty Sava Bohinjka Valley to beautiful Lake Bohinj (approximately 30

minutes). The lake is the largest permanent natural lake in Slovenia, formed by a glacier and fed by several

underwater springs – the most well known is the karst spring Govic. Take a cable car to the top of Mt Vogel,

where you will be greeted by simply astonishing views of this incredibly stunning region – evergreen woods

sloping down the mountains to touch the brilliant blue waters. You’ll then have free time to enjoy this amazing

area. Back down in the valley it's then back to Bled. With immense natural beauty, Bled, together with its

surroundings, ranks among the most beautiful of alpine resorts. It's renowned for its mild, healing climate and

thermal lake water. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and then embark on some sightseeing. Take a Pletna boat ride

(a wooden, awning-covered boat rowed by a special oarsman) to the island on Lake Bled – climb up the 99 steps

to St Mary's Church. Enjoy a free evening – perhaps head to the cli¡-top Old Bled Castle, dating from the 15th

century and overlooking sparkling Lake Bled. Be sure to seek out the famous Bled cream cake, which isn’t hard;

nearly every cafe and cake shop in town claims that theirs is the best.

Accommodation

Hotel Kompas or Hotel Lovec or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Pletna Boat Trip on Lake Bled

Cable Car to Mt Vogel

Day Trip to Bohinj

Optional Activities

Bled Castle - Free

Meals Included

Breakfast

Lunch

Day 4: Motovun / Rovinj / Pula

Farewell Slovenia this morning and drive to Motovun, one of the most interesting towns in Croatia (approximately

2 hours). Motovun sits on the top of a cone-shaped hill, 277 metres above sea level, surrounded by the romantic

and natural diversity of the bountiful Mirna River Valley, whose forests are famous for tru¥e hunting. Motovun is

the one of the most beautiful medieval towns in Croatia's Istria region, with houses scattered all over the hill. The

town grew around a core settlement surrounded by well-forti¢ed walls, and its Celtic origin name comes from the

word 'Montona', which means the 'town on the hill'. The medieval charm of the town is still found in its well-

preserved architecture. Tru¥es are a glamourous-sounding local produce in this region. Enjoy a tru¥e tasting

combined with fritaja (Croatian omelette), a local speciality. Your sommelier will pair your tasting with suitable

Istrian wines to try, such as the famous Malvazija. Continue on to the romantic Croatian town of Rovinj, one of the

best-kept towns on the Adriatic Coast (approximately 1 hour). Among Rovinj's qualities is the beautiful,

architecturally intact old town centre, with a relaxed Mediterranean feel. Through the centuries, Rovinj’s character

has enchanted many an artist or writer, including Jules Verne. Whilst in Rovinj you will also pay a visit to the

venetian-style St. Euphemia Church, dedicated to the early Christian martyr whose marble co¤n is said to have

£oated to the Rovinj shoreline. Continue on to Pula, only a short drive and tonight’s destination (approximately 40

minutes).

Accommodation
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Hotel Galija or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Tru¥e and Wine Tasting in Motovun

Meals Included

Breakfast

Lunch

Day 5: Pula / Opatija / Plitvice

This morning, explore the famous Roman Amphitheatre of Pula with a local guide, and step back in time to the

town’s heyday as a Roman regional administrative centre. Overlooking the harbour, the arena is the 6th largest

surviving amphitheatre in the world. Built in the 1st century, it was designed to hold up to 20,000 spectators, who

revelled in the bloodthirsty gladiatorial contests shown there. The 30 metre-high wall, inset with two rows of

arches, is made entirely of local limestone, with gutters on top for collecting water and slabs that were used to

hold a shady fabric canopy in place. In the late morning you will make your way inland with a stop at the town of

Opatija (approximately 1.5 hours), a former resort town for wealthy Austro-Hungarian families. Here you’ll have

the opportunity to walk along the famed centuries-old Franz Joseph I Promenade, better known as the

Lungomare – a coastal footpath that stretches from Volosko to Lovran. There will be time for you to explore the

stretch of the promenade closest to town, and to have lunch. In the afternoon, you will transfer to your hotel

(approximately 2.5 hours), located in the Plitvice Lakes area.

Accommodation

Ethno House Plitvice Selo or similar (Feature Stay) (1 night)

Included Activities

Pula Roman Amphitheatre

Guided Tour of Pula

Meals Included

Breakfast

Dinner

Day 6: Plitvice Lakes National Park / Zadar

Today you will visit one of Croatia's most beautiful sites – Plitvice Lakes National Park. The park was given World

Heritage status 20 years ago and comprises 19 hectares of wooded hills that surround 16 stunning turquoise lakes,

all connected by a series of waterfalls. The area is populated by deer, bears, wolves, boars and some rare bird

species, and the thick, primeval forest vegetation of beech trees, ¢r spruce and white pine adds another element

to the park's beauty. You’ll have free time to explore here – all trails in the national park are well marked so it's

di¤cult to get lost, but please follow the national park rules, which your leader will outline to you. After your

memorable visit to the lakes, drive to the walled city of Zadar (approximately 1.5 hours). For centuries Zadar was

the capital city of Dalmatia, and the city's rich heritage is visible at every step. Take an afternoon sightseeing tour

of this splendid city – see the Roman Forum built in the 1st-Century and St. Donatus' Church, which dates back to

the 9th century and is the most famous medieval basilica and trademark of the city. You’ll also see numerous other

fascinating constructions from between the 12th and 16th centuries, like the reconstructed Romanesque St.

Grisigono's Church, St. Mary's bell tower, St. Anastasia's Cathedral, and the People's Square. Lastly, you will visit

the Three and Five Wells Squares. There is also an opportunity to visit the Gold and Silver Museum.

Accommodation

Hotel Kolovare or similar (1 night)
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Included Activities

Plitvice Lakes National Park

Zadar Sightseeing Tour

Zadar Sunset Drink

Meals Included

Breakfast

Day 7: Zadar

Today is a free day in Zadar. There is so much to see and do in this harbour city, the hard thing is deciding what to

choose. There are a number of excellent museums to visit including the Museum of Church Art, the Archeological

Museum and the National Museum. Don't forget to visit the famous ‘Greeting to the Sun’ and the ‘Sea Organ’, two

of the more modern sights of Zadar. The latter is a man-made organ on Zadar's Riva that works with the motion of

the waves and 35 pipes to create a musical soundscape. You could also visit the vibrant ¢sh markets of this port

town, take a dip in the clear coastal waters, or explore the café culture and do some people watching. Your leader

will also be able to o¡er you suggestions. Later, why not get together and try some Dalmatian food specialties at a

local restaurant.

Accommodation

Hotel Kolovare or similar (1 night)

Meals Included

Breakfast

Day 8: Sibenik / Primosten / Split

After breakfast, you will drive to Split, making a few interesting stops on the way. Your ¢rst stop is at the town of

Sibenik (approximately 1 hour), where you'll visit the St Jacob's Cathedral, a 15th century jewel that’s UNESCO

protected. After some free time for lunch you will drive to Primošten (approximately 30 minutes), one of the most

famous and picturesque small towns on the Adriatic. Explore the stone houses, churches, narrow alleys and lanes

around the town’s old walls, where past and present sit in harmony. Continue on to your ¢nal destination of Split

(approximately 1 hour). This is Croatia's second largest city, located in the heart of the Dalmatian coast and set on

the azure waters of the Adriatic Sea against a backdrop of coastal mountains.

Accommodation

Hotel Luxe or similar (1 night)

Meals Included

Breakfast

Dinner

Special Information

For some this trip will come to an end upon arrival. As this is a combination trip the composition of your group

and your leader may change in Split. There will be another group meeting this evening where you will be able to

meet the new members of the group. This is followed by dinner in a local restaurant.

Day 9: Trogir / Split
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This morning you will embark on a sightseeing tour of Split with a local guide. The city dates back 1,800 years, to

the time when the Roman emperor Diocletian built a monumental imperial residence for his retirement. Today this

forti¢ed camp is an intriguing warren of narrow cobblestone streets where pre-Romanesque churches exist

alongside Gothic chapels and a multitude of museums. You will also visit Diocletian's Palace, which was built in

295 AD and constitutes the heart of the city. Very much a living monument, it is framed by four gates, the most

famous of which is the Golden Gate. In front of it stands a statue of the 10th-century bishop Grgur Ninski, who

once opposed the pope and introduced the Croatian language into his services. In the afternoon you will take a

small boat to the town of Trogir. Explore this quaint seaside town on a guided tour. Visit the cathedral where you

can see the famous monument (a 13th-century portal of Dalmatian masonry) before returning to Split in the

evening.

Accommodation

Hotel Luxe or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Guided Walk of Split

Diocletian's Palace

Day Trip to Trogir by Boat

Trogir Sightseeing with Local Guide & Visit to Trogir Cathedral

Meals Included

Breakfast

Day 10: Lastovo Island

Enjoy a free morning in gorgeous Split before boarding an afternoon catamaran for our ride to Croatia’s most

remote island – Lastovo. The 4-hour journey is worth it to reach this secluded slice of paradise. Being so remote

the island is still undiscovered by mainstream tourism and it has a unique local £air to it. The whole island is a

nature park and as such protected from over-exploitation. This means that the locals didn’t develop the mass

tourism infrastructure as seen on other islands and for that reason most of the locals moved away and the island’s

population is slowly dying out. However this makes it the last authentic Adriatic Island that preserved the life as it

once was in the whole region. We support the locals who have decided to stay there. Transfer to your guesthouse

and enjoy an included dinner with your group, looking over the tiny bay.

Accommodation

Guesthouse Augusta Insula or similar (1 night)

Meals Included

Breakfast

Dinner

Day 11: Lastovo Island

Today you’ll learn the local trade with an immersive ¢shing experience – early start included. Rise and shine to

head out with a local ¢sherman, his wife and his crew, helping to bring in the days' catch, usually scorpion ¢sh,

mackerel, sardine and bream. Enjoy the ¢shy fruits of your labour with a seafood lunch freshly prepared on board.

Make sure you ask the captain any questions you may have. Return to Lastovo and enjoy the rest of the day as you

see ¢t. Perhaps relax on the beach or explore the peace and quiet of the stone waterfront and tiny port of this

unique island lost in time.

Accommodation

Guesthouse Augusta Insula or similar (1 night)
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Included Activities

Fishing Trip with Local Fisherman with Seafood Lunch

Meals Included

Breakfast

Lunch

Day 12: Korcula Island

Bid farewell to Lastovo and transfer back to the port of Ubli, where you will board the mid-morning ferry bound

for the island of Korcula (approximately 1.5 hours). Disembark at Vela Luka and transfer to Korcula Town, stopping

en route at Blato, a little-known interior town on the island. Enjoy some time to explore a town many tourists

never see and enjoy an optional lunch before continuing. Arrive in Korcula Town and get acquainted with this

forti¢ed, seaside city on an orientation walk. Enjoy a free evening in this stunning city. Perhaps wander through

the narrow streets of the Old Town, taking in the stocky Revelin Tower and impressive defensive walls before

stopping for dinner in one of the many restaurants.

Accommodation

Hotel Marko Polo, Hotel Villa Liburna, Hotel Port 9 or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Visit to the Town of Blato

Meals Included

Breakfast

Special Information

Please note that during shoulder season (May and October) the ferry schedule is limited to one ferry per day. If

you are travelling on one of our departures during these months the group's departure today is very early in the

morning.

Day 13: Peljesac Peninsula / Dubrovnik

Take a short ferry ride from Korcula to the Peljesac Peninsula, famous for its wine. In a family run winery you will

try some of their locally produced wines accompanied with light cheese and smoked ham. Next visit the town of

Ston, with time for you to enjoy an optional lunch, before continuing to Dubrovnik. Once settled in, head out into

the amazing Stari Grad, Dubrovnik's compact Old Town, with your leader, just in time to enjoy the sunset views

from the famous Dubrovnik city walls. This walled treasure is often referred to as the 'pearl of the Adriatic' and is

surprisingly tiny (400 m by 600 m within its protective walls). It's a lovely city to walk around, as it's been restored

to its former glory since the damages of the 1991 con£icts.

Accommodation

Hotel Lero or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Dubrovnik City Walls

Dubrovnik Card (1 day local transport and entry to sites)

Matusko Winery Tour and Tasting

Meals Included

Breakfast
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Day 14: Lokrum Island / Dubrovnik

Travel by boat to the island of Lokrum. It's located o¡ the coast of Dubrovnik's old town. In this quasi 'botanical

garden' you'll encounter a collection of exotic Mediterranean plants. Lokrum is also strewn with many golden

sandy beaches that are popular with the locals. You will visit the ruins of an old Benedictine monastery and enjoy

great views back across to Dubrovnik as well as Napoleon's fortress. Return by boat to Dubrovnik at around

lunchtime. The remainder of the afternoon is free for you to walk around at leisure. Make sure you visit the

Franciscan monastery and the Rector's Palace. In the evening meet up with your group again to enjoy an included

dinner.

Accommodation

Hotel Lero or similar (1 night)

Included Activities

Boat Tour to Lokrum Island

Meals Included

Breakfast

Dinner

Day 15: Dubrovnik

Your trip ends after breakfast this morning. If you're looking to extend your stay, additional accommodation can

be arranged when you book this trip (subject to availability). If you'd like to continue travelling, it's easy to take a

bus or ferry from Dubrovnik to other Croatian cities and islands, and some international destinations. There are

also regular domestic £ights to Zagreb where you can link up with international £ights.

Meals Included

Breakfast

Special Information

If it is all ending too soon you can extend your trip by joining our 'Highlights of the Western Balkans' trip exploring

the region further inland, such as Sarajevo and Belgrade. Please speak to your travel agent for more details.

Finishing point

Hotel Lero 

Ulica Iva Vojnovića 14 

Dubrovnik 

CROATIA 

Phone: +385 20 341 435

Alternate Finishing points

For trips departing on the following dates, use this ¢nish point.  

04 Sep 2019 (PEJAC190904) 

Hotel Uvala 

Masarykov Put 6  



2/27/2019 Jewels of the Adriatic Trip Notes | Peregrine Adventures

https://www.peregrineadventures.com/en-au/croatia/jewels-adriatic-115883/tripnotes 10/18

Dubrovnik 

CROATIA 

Phone: +385 20 433 608

Itinerary disclaimer

ITINERARY CHANGES: 

Our itineraries are updated regularly throughout the year based on customer feedback and to re£ect the current

situation in each destination. The information included in this Essential Trip Information may therefore di¡er from

when you ¢rst booked your trip. It is important that you print and review a ¢nal copy prior to travel so that you

have the latest updates. Due to weather, local conditions, transport schedules, public holidays or other factors,

further changes may be necessary to your itinerary once in country. The order and timing of included activities in

each location may also vary seasonally to ensure our travellers have the best experience. Your tour leader will

keep you up to date with any changes once on tour.

Feedback

After your travels, we want to hear from you! We rely on your feedback. We read it carefully. Feedback helps us

understand what we are doing well and what we could be doing better and it allows us to make improvements for

future travellers. You can leave your feedback here:

https://bookings.peregrineadventures.com/bookings/en_AU/feedback/

Essential Trip Information

Important notes

LEVEL OF FITNESS 

This trip can be enjoyed by just about anyone with a reasonable level of ¢tness.

ARRIVAL TRANSFER 

An arrival transfer from Venice Marco Polo Airport (only) to the start point hotel by water taxi is included in the

price of the trip. Please advise your travel agent of your £ight times at the time of booking.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT 

A single supplement is bookable on this trip, subject to availability at the time of booking. Please note that due to

the small properties we use in Europe there is only a limited amount of single supplements available per trip

departure. If you would like to book a single supplement and enquire about availability please speak to your

booking agent.

Pre-departure checklist

Before you travel please download our pre-departure checklist to make sure you are fully prepared for your trip:

http://www.peregrineadventures.com/pre-departure-travel-checklist

Passport and visas

Visas are currently not required for Australian, New Zealand, US, Canadian or UK/EU passport holders wishing to

visit Italy, Slovenia and Croatia as a tourist. Some EU nationals may travel in Europe using only an identity card,

however it is your responsibility to check with the relevant authorities if this applies to you.

Medical and health information

All Peregrine travellers need to be in good physical health in order to participate fully on this trip. When selecting

your trip please make sure you have read through the itinerary carefully and assess your ability to cope with our

style of travel. Please note that if, in the opinion of our group leader or local guide, any traveller is unable to

https://bookings.peregrineadventures.com/bookings/en_AU/feedback/
http://www.peregrineadventures.com/pre-departure-travel-checklist
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complete the itinerary without undue risk to themselves and/or the rest of the group, Peregrine reserves the right

to exclude them from all or part of a trip without refund.

You should consult your doctor for up-to-date medical travel information or for any necessary vaccinations and

anti-malarial requirements before departure. We recommend that you carry a ¢rst aid kit as well as any personal

medical requirements (including a spare pair of glasses) as they may not easily be obtained at the locations on this

trip. For legal reasons our leaders and guides are prohibited from administering any type of drugs including

headache tablets and antibiotics. Please ensure that you are adequately prepared.

Food and dietary requirements

While travelling with us you'll experience the vast array of wonderful food available in the world. Your group

leader will be able to suggest restaurants to try during your trip. To give you the maximum £exibility in deciding

where, what and with whom to eat, generally not all meals are included in the trip price. This also gives you more

budgeting £exibility. As a rule our groups tend to eat together to enable you to taste a larger variety of dishes and

enjoy each other's company. There's no obligation to do this though.

Vegetarians might ¢nd the menu selection less varied than they would see at home. Vegetarianism is not as

common in this region and choices may be limited to soups, salads, bread, cheese, fruit, yoghurt, eggs etc. Vegans

and those on gluten-free diets will ¢nd this region very challenging and may need to supplement meals with their

own supplies from supermarkets and markets. Wherever possible we will cater for dietary needs for included

meals, but there may be times when those with special requirements may need to provide their own.

Accommodation

Comfortable hotel (11 nights), Feature stay in Plitvice and on Lastovo Island (3 nights)

SINGLE TRAVELLERS 

Our group trips are designed for shared accommodation and don't involve a compulsory single supplement.

Single travellers share with people of the same gender in twin share accommodation. You have the option to pay

for a single supplement to ensure that you have your own accommodation (subject to availability). Please note

that this only applies to accommodation during the tour - pre-trip and post-trip accommodation will be booked

on a single room basis.

OCCASIONAL ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION 

The style of accommodation indicated in the day-to-day itinerary is a guideline. On rare occasions, alternative

arrangements may need to be made due to the lack of availability of rooms in our usual accommodation. A similar

standard of accommodation will be used in these instances.

TWIN SHARE BASIS 

Accommodation on this trip is on a twin share basis (unless noted otherwise in the day-to-day itinerary).

CHECK-IN TIME 

Throughout the trip we request that our hotels prepare rooms in time for our arrival, especially if we're arriving

prior to normal check-in time. However this isn't always possible which means we won't be able to check-in

immediately on arrival at some hotels. Instead, we can store our luggage and explore our new destination.

PRE/POST TRIP ACCOMMODATION 

If you've purchased pre-trip or post-trip accommodation (if available), you may be required to change rooms from

your trip accommodation for these extra nights.

FACILITIES 

Your accommodation may not always have air-conditioning. European hotels generally don't provide kettles or

fridges.

Transport

Ferry, Private vehicle
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Money matters

CURRENCY OF CROATIA 

Croatia’s o¤cial currency is the Croatian Kuna (HRK). 1 kuna divides into 100 lipa. Notes come in denominations

of 1000, 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10 and 5. Coins are in denominations of 25, 5, 2 and 1, and 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1

lipa.

EURO 

The Euro (EUR) is the o¤cial currency in the following destinations: Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Estonia,

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Montenegro, the

Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain. All other European countries still have their own national

currencies.

BANKING 

Changing and accessing your money is easy in Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. ATMs are nearly everywhere, and are

probably the easiest way of accessing your money. Traveller's cheques can only be changed in banks and credit

cards are really only accepted in major hotels.

SPENDING MONEY 

Clients are responsible for expenses (e.g. meals, transportation or hotel costs) not speci¢ed as included in the trip

cost but that may be required to get to or from a trip start or end. Other costs to consider are tips, laundry,

souvenirs, additional sightseeing and possible delays. It is much better to come with more than you would expect

to spend and to end the trip with a surplus, rather than being caught short! It is always useful to carry an

additional amount for emergencies, which could happen en route. If there is a medical emergency you are

sometimes required to pay at the source and reimbursement will be made later by your insurance company. This

is the situation where having a credit card may be useful.

TIPPING 

On this trip, we have included gratuities for the essential services that you will receive as part of your tour

package. Where applicable, this will cover tips to drivers, specialist local guides and restaurant sta¡ for included

meals.

This amount DOES NOT include a tip for your tour leader, so you may wish to set aside some funds for this. It is

customary to tip your tour leader for outstanding service throughout your trip. Tips are greatly appreciated as a

gesture of thanks for their professionalism and leadership during your holiday. We are often asked what a

reasonable amount might be. The amount is at your discretion, but a sum of €2-4 per person/per day is a general

tipping standard.

You also wish to put aside some money for your own tipping, such as when you are doing our own optional

sightseeing or activity that involves local guides and/or drivers, when joining in optional groups meals or dining

out on your own, or for porters, bellboys and other hotel sta¡, including room-cleaning sta¡. In these instances,

we advise you to carry small notes of local currency each day to make tipping easier. The amounts can vary

greatly according to destination. Tipping in Europe, although not compulsory, is a widespread practice. Tips for

good service are appreciated, if not expected. The amount depends on your resources, tipping philosophy and the

circumstance. In restaurants, look out for any service charges. Tipping is applicable only at restaurants that have

waiters and waitresses. If you order your food at a counter, don't tip. At restaurants with table service menus

usually state (at the bottom) if the service is included. If so you don't need to tip, although if you're pleased with

the service you can round up a few euros. If the menu states that the service is not included, tip about 10% by

rounding up or leaving the change from your bill. Typically, it's better to hand the cash to the waiter than to leave

it on the table, particularly in busy places where the wrong party might pocket the change. In some places, you

may want to tip in cash even if you pay with your credit card, otherwise your tip may never reach your waiter.

When you're paying for taxis, round up to the next euro on the fare (maximum 10 percent). Use common sense! If

you feel like you're being driven in circles or otherwise ripped o¡, skip the tip.

Carry some change. If you stop at a public WC, you may have to tip the attendant anywhere from a bit of change

to €1.50.

If you're not sure whether (or how much) to tip for a service, ask your tour leader for advice.
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CONTINGENCY FUNDS 

We try to plan for every eventuality, but there are still some things beyond our control. Please make sure you have

access to an extra US$500 for emergencies (e.g. severe weather, natural disasters, civil unrest) or other events that

result in unavoidable changes to the itinerary (e.g. transport strikes or cancellations, airport closures). Sometimes

these things necessitate last minute changes to enable our trips to continue to run, and as a result there may be

some extra costs involved.

Packing

What you need to bring will vary according to when you are travelling. Generally speaking, we recommend you

pack as lightly as possible and make sure that you are able to carry and lift your own luggage, and walk with it for

short distances. Most travellers carry their luggage in a backpack, although an overnight bag with a shoulder strap

would su¤ce if you travel lightly. Smaller bags or backpacks with wheels are convenient although we recommend

your bag has carry straps. We also recommend you take a day pack/bag to carry water and a camera etc for day

trips. As well as your clothes, passport and toothbrush and other items you always need to pack for travel, below

are some items that you speci¢cally need for this trip.

ESSENTIALS 

- Rain gear, including jacket with a hood. Being prepared for all weather conditions will increase your enjoyment

of the trip 

- Sun protection - hat, sunscreen, sunglasses 

- Comfortable shoes for walking. While this trip is not classed as a hiking trip, please note that you will be on your

feet a lot in order to explore each destination.

RECOMMENDED 

- Personal medical kit. Your leader will carry a large kit but we recommend you carry items such as blister relief,

mild pain killers and bandaids. 

- Water bottle. We recommend at least a 1.5 litre capacity. The sale of bottled water contributes to an enormous

environmental problem around the world. In addition to the water in bottles, the production of a 1 litre plastic

bottle takes 2 litres of water and 200ml of oil. A large proportion end up in limited land¢ll or discarded in

waterways and natural environments.

OPTIONAL 

- Camera with spare batteries. You won't be able to recharge during the day

We operate trips in Europe in spring, summer and the start of autumn. Bear in mind that the weather will vary

signi¢cantly from place to place also depending on the time of year. Remember that quality rain gear is essential

for any destination - you’ll enjoy your holiday to the fullest if you’re prepared for all kinds of weather! Laundry

facilities are available in some destinations.

Climate and seasonal information

SUMMER 

Summer temperatures can be extreme in many of the regions visited (over 40°C), which can be uncomfortable. It’s

important to use sun protection and drink plenty of water. Please carefully consider the time of the year you wish

to travel and your suitability to that season.

SHOULDER SEASON 

In contrast, weather in shoulder season can be unpredictable, and snow is not unheard of at higher altitudes. If

you travel at the start or towards the end of the European season please pack accordingly with warm and/or

waterproof clothes (preferably layers). The advantage of travelling during this time is that there are less tourists

around.

Group Leader

All group trips are accompanied by one of our group leaders. The aim of the group leader is to take the hassle out

of your travels and to help you have the best trip possible. We endeavour to provide the services of an

experienced leader however, due to the seasonality of travel, rare situations may arise where your leader is new to

a particular region or training other group leaders.
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Your leader will provide information on the places you are travelling through, o¡er suggestions for things to do

and see, recommend great local eating venues and introduce you to our local friends. While not being guides in

the traditional sense you can expect them to have a broad general knowledge of the places visited on the trip,

including historical, cultural, religious and social aspects. We aim to support local guides who have specialised

knowledge of the regions we visit. If you were interested in delving deeper into the local culture at a speci¢c site

or location then your leader can recommend a local guide service in most of the main destinations of your trip.

Safety

Many national governments provide a regularly updated advice service on safety issues involved with international

travel. We recommend that you check your government's advice for their latest travel information before

departure and ensure that your travel insurance covers you for all areas your itinerary covers. Please refer to our

website's safety page for links to major travel advisories and updates on safety issues a¡ecting our trip.

We strongly recommend the use of a neck wallet or money belt while travelling, for the safe-keeping of your

passport, air tickets, cash and other valuable items. Leave your valuable jewellery at home - you won't need it

while travelling. Many of our hotels have safety deposit boxes, which is the most secure way of storing your

valuables. A lock is recommended for securing your luggage.

Your leader will accompany you on all included activities, however during your trip you'll have some free time to

pursue your own interests, relax and take it easy or explore at your leisure. While your leader will assist you with

the available options in a given location, please note that any optional activities you undertake are not part of your

itinerary, and we make no representations about the safety of the activity or the standard of the operators running

them. Please use your own good judgement when selecting an activity in your free time. Please also note that

your Leader has the authority to amend or cancel any part of the trip itinerary if it's deemed necessary due to

safety concerns.

A couple of rules

Everyone has the right to feel safe when they travel. We don’t tolerate any form of violence (verbal or physical) or

sexual harassment, either between customers or involving our leaders, partners or local people. Sexual

relationships between a tour leader and a customer are strictly forbidden.

Use or possession of illegal drugs will not be tolerated on our trips. If you choose to consume alcohol while

travelling, we encourage responsible drinking, and expect that you’ll abide by the local laws regarding alcohol

consumption.

The sex tourism industry is known to exploit vulnerable people and have negative consequences on communities,

including undermining the development of sustainable tourism. For this reason, patronising sex workers will not

be tolerated on our trips.

By travelling with us you are agreeing to adhere to these rules. Your group leader has the right to remove any

member of the group for breaking any of these rules, with no right of refund.

If you feel that someone is behaving inappropriately while travelling with us, please inform your tour leader or

local guide immediately. Alternatively, contact us on the emergency contact number detailed in the Problems and

Emergency Contact section of this Essential Trip Information.

Travelling on a group trip

As you travel on a group trip you will be exposed to all the pleasures and maybe some of the frustrations of

travelling in a group. Your fellow travellers will probably come from all corners of the world and likely a range of

age groups too. We ask you to be understanding of the various needs and preferences of your group - patience

with your fellow travellers is sometimes required for the bene¢t of everyone's travel experience. Remember too

that you have responsibilities to the group. If you are requested to be at a place at a certain time, ensure that you

don't keep the rest of the group waiting. We have found time and time again that the very best trips we operate

are those where the dynamics within the group work well - this takes just a little e¡ort on your part. Due to

privacy reasons we are unable to provide you with contact details and any personal information about your fellow

travellers booked on your trip prior to departure.
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Travel Insurance

Travel insurance is compulsory for all our trips. We require that, at a minimum, you are covered for medical

expenses including emergency repatriation. We strongly recommend that the policy also covers personal liability,

cancellation, curtailment and loss of luggage and personal e¡ects.

When travelling on a trip, you won't be permitted to join the group until evidence of travel insurance and the

insurance company's 24 hour emergency contact number has been seen by your leader.

If you have credit card insurance your group leader will require details of the participating insurer/underwriter, the

level of coverage, policy number and emergency contact number rather than the bank's name and credit card

details. Please contact your bank for these details prior to arriving in-country.

Responsible Travel

Travelling responsibly is all about making good choices. It's about ensuring you have an incredible trip while also

having a positive impact on the local environment, community and economy you're travelling in. How can you be

a Responsible Traveller? See our tips below:

- Choose to travel with a responsible travel company like us! We've already o¡set the main carbon emissions of

your trip, so your footprint is already lighter. 

- Consider o¡setting your £ights when you book your trip/£ights with us or your travel agent. 

- Bring a re¢llable water bottle and some water puri¢cation tablets (or a Steripen) to cut down on plastic bottle

waste. 

- Be an animal-friendly traveller. Only go to venues that respect animals by allowing them to live normally in their

natural environment. Steer clear of venues that use animals for entertainment or abnormal activities and/or keep

animals in poor and unnatural conditions. 

- Eat at local restaurants, buy from regional artists and support social enterprises so you can contribute directly to

locals and their economy. 

- Always be respectful of local customs and ask permission if you want to take a photo of someone. 

- Learn a few words of the local language and engage with the people around you. 

- Carry a cloth or re-usable bag so you can avoid plastic bags. 

- Give back by making a donation to a local project via The Intrepid Foundation.

Share your thoughts with us by completing your feedback form after your trip. This helps us to continue to

improve our commitment to responsible travel.

The Intrepid Foundation

Help us change thousands of lives by creating meaningful work and supporting skills training in communities

around the world.

The Intrepid Foundation is the not-for-pro¢t for Peregrine Adventures, a brand of the Intrepid Group, and works

with local organisations around the world to improve the livelihoods of vulnerable individuals and communities

through sustainable travel experiences. With our travellers’ help, we’ve contributed more than AU $6 million to

over 100 community organisations since 2002.

Did you know that tourism is one of the biggest contributors to the global economy, making up 1 out of every 10

jobs? That’s why we support local projects that create meaningful jobs and give people the skills they need to

work in the destinations we take you to. And it’s why we exist – to make it easy for travellers to give back to the

communities and places they’ve been in an e¡ective and meaningful way.

All donations to The Intrepid Foundation are matched dollar for dollar (up to AU$10,000 per donor and

AU$500,000 in total each ¢nancial year, excluding emergency appeals). And because Intrepid Group covers all

administration costs, every cent goes directly to the projects. Donating is simple and secure. Please ask your

leader for information about the projects we support through The Intrepid Foundation or visit our website:
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